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The RCEM & NIHR Research Delivery Network
New Principal Investigator/Associate Principal Investigator
of the Year Awards 2026

Recognising NHS professionals active in Emergency Medicine research

Please send completed applications to researchadmin@rcem.ac.uk

CLOSING DATE: 23:00 BST, Sunday 23rd August, 2026

Winners of each category must be available to deliver a short presentation in person at the RCEM Research Engagement Day, to be held at the Watershed in Bristol on Tuesday 10th November 2026. Winners will be eligible for a 20% reduction in attendance fee, and will receive a £500 prize to be spent in support of professional activities related to research. Successful applicants will be notified by email by 18th September 2026.

Please note:
· Do not send any additional information as the panel will only review information contained within the form
· Incomplete applications cannot be considered by the panel


	Applicant name
	

	Position
	

	Current Grade
	

	Current Work Location
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]

	Email Address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	Protected research time? 
	Yes/No (delete as applicable)

If yes, hours/week:________



Award Category
Please indicate (with an X) which award you are applying for. You may only apply for one category. Please see guidance notes below for eligibility and marking criteria. 

New Principal Investigator of the Year 		______________
Associate PI of the Year (Doctors)			______________
Associate PI of the Year (All other professions)	______________


Award eligibility and marking criteria

New Principal Investigator of the Year 

To be eligible to apply for this award, individuals from any professional background will have undertaken the site PI role for an NIHR portfolio-adopted study (or studies) for the first time, with the role having started within the 3 years prior to this application's closing date. The study/ies will have been recruiting in emergency or pre-hospital care settings.  
  
The panel will be looking for evidence to support ALL of the following criteria: 
1. Contribution to the study set-up and delivery process
2. Leveraging of available resource to enable effective study delivery
3. Effective cross-specialty and/or cross-discipline working




Associate PI of the Year (Doctors)

To be eligible to apply for this award, individuals from a medical background (i.e. doctors) must have undertaken the Associate PI role for an NIHR portfolio-adopted study, with the role either ongoing at the time of submission or having successfully completed within the 3 years prior to this application's closing date. The study will have been recruiting in emergency or pre-hospital care settings.  

The panel will be looking for evidence to support ALL of the following criteria: 
1. Contribution to the study set-up and delivery process
2. Leveraging of available resource to enable effective study delivery
3. Effective cross-specialty and/or cross-discipline working
4. Learning from the aPI process




Associate PI of the Year (All other professions)

To be eligible to apply for this award, individuals from any professional background other than doctors must have undertaken the Associate PI role for an NIHR portfolio-adopted study, with the role either ongoing at the time of submission or having successfully completed within the 3 years prior to this application's closing date. The study will have been recruiting in emergency or pre-hospital care settings.   

The panel will be looking for evidence to support ALL of the following criteria: 
1. Contribution to the study set-up and delivery process
2. Leveraging of available resource to enable effective study delivery
3. Effective cross-specialty and/or cross-discipline working
4. Learning from the aPI process



Please describe your involvement in the study(s) (max 400 words) 

Strong answers will describe the study/studies supported, their type and recruitment numbers during your time as PI/aPI, and provide a narrative description of study set-up and delivery, and your individual role therein. You may choose to reference some or all of the following topics: stakeholder engagement; barriers and facilitators to study delivery; resources available at your site and how they were used; your approach to study set-up; problems encountered and your approach to overcoming them.
 
	Please type your answer here. The box will expand to fit the text as you type. Please note the maximum word count; any text in excess of 400 words will not be marked. 






Applicant’s Declaration

By submitting this application, you are agreeing to the following terms:

· I have read and agree with the application guidance above, and the information given on this form is complete and correct.
· I agree that this form can be shared with the judging panel, whose members will be drawn from the NIHR Research Delivery Network and RCEM, for the purpose of judging entries for the award.  If the application is successful, the information contained within this application can be retained by all stakeholder parties and used in communications about the award scheme.  If the application is not successful, panel members will be required to delete the form and any associated data as soon as a decision has been formally announced.
· I agree that my contact details can be kept in order to liaise with me throughout the award application and review process.

Applicant name: 	_________________________________
Date:			_________________________________
Signature: 		_________________________________
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