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Application for RCEM research development award 2026
Please read the guidance notes/FAQs at this end of this form carefully prior to completing
Completed applications should be submitted with a CV using this standard template for all applicants to researchadmin@rcem.ac.uk 

CLOSING DATE: 23:00 BST, Sunday 23rd August, 2026

If shortlisted you must be available to deliver a short presentation, in person at the RCEM Research Engagement Day, to be held at the Watershed in Bristol on Tuesday 10th November 2026. 
One presenter per project will be eligible for a 20% reduction in attendance fee

	LEAD APPLICANT DETAILS

	Title
	

	First name and surname
	

	Organisation
	

	Professional background
	

	Professional registration
	

	ORCID ID (if you have one)
	

	Job Title
	

	Email address
	

	Mobile phone
	



	RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT AWARD (maximum 3 pages for this section)

	Background to area of research
(max 300 words)
	









	Aims and objectives of the development work	Comment by Sarah Wilson: word count?
Please set out what you wish to achieve with the Research Development Award and how this will contribute to the submission of a future grant application within 12 months of the end of the award.
	

	Immediate outputs/ outcomes expected from the development work
	

	How will this research contribute to the development of emergency care?

	



	DETAILS OF SUPPORT REQUESTED

	Is there any other support you would require to deliver the project? 
	




	Detail of how funds are to be used to support this project
	








	Total amount applied for:
	

	Estimated completion date:
	





	CO-APPLICANTS / SUPERVISORS (1)

	Title
	

	First name and surname
	

	Organisation
	

	Role in project
	



	CO-APPLICANTS / SUPERVISORS (2)

	Title
	

	First name and surname
	

	Organisation
	

	Role in project
	



	DETAILS OF SUPPORT REQUESTED
AI tools, including ChatGPT and other generative AI platforms, can be helpful in drafting and refining your application. However, applicants must ensure that the final submission is original and accurate. We discourage the use of AI to write applications and reserve the right to disqualify applications which are AI-generated. 




Please email your completed form to researchadmin@rcem.ac.uk



FAQs
This RCEM research development award is aimed at supporting early-stage research development in emergency care. The funding is intended to help researchers refine their ideas, conduct preliminary work, and strengthen their proposals for future grant applications within 12 months of the award’s completion.
The award can be used for activities that support the development of a full research proposal / grant such as pilot studies, patient and public involvement (PPIE), and developing research collaborations.
If your application is shortlisted, you will be required to present at the RCEM Research Engagement Day on the 10th November 2026. The main presenter will be offered a reduced delegate fee.
Who can apply?
This award is open to all members and fellows of the College. The Lead Applicant must take a lead role in the research and must be a member or fellow (i.e. Fellow / Member / Associate Fellow / Associate Member / Affiliate Member / Retired Fellow or Member) in ‘good standing’.
How much funding is available?
You can apply for any amount up to £2000. You do not need to ask for the full amount if 
not needed. 
What isn’t funded?
Awards cannot be used to fund facilities that should be available, such as a computer, ‘normal’ software, internet access and normal postage. We will not fund dissemination costs such as conference attendance or publication fees.
Where do I submit the form?
Submit the completed form via email to researchadmin@rcem.ac.uk
What happens after submission?
Your application will be reviewed by a panel of experts in emergency care research.
All applications are rated on the basis of merit, cost, importance to Emergency Medicine, the likelihood that the project will lead to further research in the future.

If shortlisted you must be available to deliver a short presentation in person at the RCEM Research Engagement Day, to be held at the Watershed in Bristol on Tuesday 10th November 2026. One presenter per project will be eligible for a 20% reduction in attendance fee. You will be notified by 18th September 2026 if you have been shortlisted.
Monitoring and progress
Successful applicants will be expected to produce a short report in the approved format on the progress of the project at 6 months and at the end of the project (maximum 12 months). This will be no more than a side of A4.
I need help putting together my application, who should I ask?
Please contact researchadmin@rcem.ac.uk who can direct your enquiry

Guidance on completing the application form
Please adhere to the word/page limits throughout. Any content over these limits will be ignored and may result in the application being disqualified.

Use of AI in writing your application
AI tools, including ChatGPT and other generative AI platforms, can be helpful in drafting and refining your application. However, applicants must ensure that the final submission is original and accurate.
Background to the research (max 300 words)
· Clearly outline the background to the research that you are developing through this award – the topic, its importance, and its relevance to emergency medicine.
· Provide a summary of existing knowledge and gaps your research aims to address.
· Use references where this supports your case. Use a number format [x] and insert a link to the paper’s DOI/web address to save your word count. 
Aims and objectives of the development work
· State what you plan to achieve with the funding.
· Explain how the development work will support a future grant application.
· Ensure that objectives are clear, measurable, and achievable.
Immediate outputs/outcomes expected from the development work
· Identify specific deliverables such as:
· Preliminary/pilot data for larger grant applications	
· Development of PPI work
· Please indicate what future funds / grant you intend to apply for to continue your research
How will this research contribute to the development of emergency care?
· Explain the potential impact on clinical practice, patient outcomes, policy, or education
· Highlight innovative aspects of the future research
· Consider how your research aligns with current priorities in emergency medicine
What support or feedback can I request from the review panel?
You can request specific feedback or support from the shortlisting panel to develop your research further, for example:
· Research design
· Feasibility of your proposal
· Potential collaborations
· Any specific challenges in your project
Detail of how funds are to be used
Provide a clear budget breakdown and ensure the requested amount is realistic and justifiable, including:
· Pilot study costs
· Data collection or analysis expenses
· Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) costs
· Software or research tool expenses
· Any other justifiable costs directly related to research development
· How other costs involved in development of the research will be covered
Co-Applicants / Supervisors
This section is not mandatory, but your application will need to show you have the appropriate skills and support to develop research. Consider: mentorship, multiprofessional team involvement, collaborators, supervision.
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